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apart from trade, which can exist without empires though
it flourishes more easily witMn them, there is always a
stream of officials and soldiers passing to and fro between
the capital and the provinces and carrying ideas and arte-
facts backwards and forwards, so that the most confident
advocates of multiple invention scarcely dare to postulate
it within the bounds of a political unit.
The extent to which imperialism existed in the ancient
world is unknown, but enough is known to convince us that
it was very great. The empire of Egypt* in the fifteenth
century b.c., seems to have included parts of what are now
Turkey, Iraq, and Abyssinia, and the empires of the Baby-
lonians, Hittites, and Assyrians were of wide extent. The
empire of Alexander stretched from the Adriatic to the Indus,
but even so it was but little larger than that of the Persians
which it succeeded, whose Greek subjects were able to
travel in comfort and security to the Nile or the Persian
Gulf. There was never, so far as we can tell, room for a
really independent civilization within this vast area. How
far the rule of Mohenjodaro extended we do not know, but
we do know that from the earliest times it was in contact
with Mesopotamia.
It is unknown how early the Chinese Empire came into
existence, but there is no truth in the idea that Chinese
civilization came into existence in isolation. For many
centuries before the Christian era there had been a well-
trodden route from Persia to China via Samarkand and the
Tarim Basin, and along this route the vine, the olive, and
the sugar-cane reached China, which sent much in return.
*We now know*, says Laufer (Field Museum Pub.3
no. 184, p. 185), cthat Iranian peoples once covered an
immense territory, extending all over Chinese Turkestan^
migrating into China, and exerting a profound influence
on * . . Turks and Chinese.  The Iranians were the great

